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his judgment. In my humble opinion the sooner he is recalled
to the court the better it will be for the cause of unity Your
Majesty cherishes so dearly.

Akbar was in a dilemma. To recall the Khan-i-Khanan immedia-
tely was to admit defeat, and to do otherwise was to allow
Murad's known differences with the Khan to take an uglier turn.
He chose to let the sleeping dogs lie, and waited for a suitable
opportunity to recall them both. His reply to Murad was brief and

Your observation that unity is dear to me is correct. For the
last two score years I have been obsessed with the idea of bring-
ing about socio-religious oneness in this country. This goal, in
my view, will for ever remain a distant dream unless the whole
of Hindustan is brought under one rule. The expedition to the
Deccan was a step towards the realization of this objective. The
first results, howsoever modest, are a gain and, in our view,
these will prove in the end to bs a major contribution to the
success of the Mughal arms. Our instructions for further action
will be sent shortly. In the meantime, it is important that the
army should be kept in good heart and cheer.
Little did Akbar know at this stage that his stars were in disar-
ray, and that for the remaining years of his life he was to engage
in a soul-searing scuffle with continuing misfortune. The death
of Murad's nine-year old son, Rustam,* was the curtain-raiser for
the shape of things to come. He loved his grandsons dearly, in
particular the chubby-faced, big-boned Rustam, and spent most of
his leisure hours in their company. As the royal physician Ali hung
his head and stood listlessly when the Emperor inquired about the
health of the ailing child, Akbar thundered: "No, no, it cannot be
true. No one can snatch away my Rustam from me. Bring him to
life.'9 The waitings of the ladies coining out from the apartment
-of Rustam's mother pierced Akbar's heart and, as was his wont
in adversity, he shut himself up for days Inside his private chamber
lest his grief was interpreted by the ignorant as a sign of weakness
or resentment against Divine dispensation.
*Rustam was the son of Murad by the daughter of Khan-i-Azam Koka.